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THIS FAPER ON THE JCFLIN FLAN INCLUCES AN CUTLINE oF
HISTORICAL MOVEMENTS LEACING TO THE JOFLIN FLAN AS IT IS
KNCWN TCCAY, A CESCRIFTION <F THE FLAN AS IT IS USED IN
JOFLIN, A SURVEY OF VARIOUS STUCIES WHICH HAVE EMFLOYED THE
FLAN, AND A DISCUSSICN <F ITS ADVANTAGES AND LIMITATIONS.
TYPICALLY, THE JOPLIN PLAN GROUFS MICCLE-GRACE CHILDREN FOR
READING INSTRUCTION ON THE BASIS Cf SCIRES MACE ON READING
ACHIEVEMENT TESTS AND TEACHER CESERVATICHS, REGARDLESS CF
GRADE FLACEMENT. THE GROUFS ARE NOT CONSICERED HOMOGENECWS,
HOWEVER, AND INDIVICUAL DIFFERENCES MUST STILL BE RECOGNIZED.
SCME ADVANTAGES ARE THAT FUFILS ARE FLACED AT READING LEVELS
WHERE SUCCESS IS FOSSIBLE, THAT READING INSTRUCTICN ACQUIRES
NEW IMFORTANCE, THAT TEACHERS AFFARENTLY ARE STIMULATED To
BETTER FERFORMANCE, THAT READIMG ACHIEVEMENT AS MEASUREC BY
STANDARDIZED TESTS MAY BE INCREASED, AND THAT FARENTS AFFROVE
WHEN THE FLAN IS CAREFULLY EXPLAINED. SZHE LIMITATICNS ARE
THAT SOCIAL FRESSURE MAY RESULT WHEN FOURTH- ANDC SIXTH-GRADE
FUFILS ARE IN THE SAME READING CLASS, THAT FCCR ACADEMIC
INTEGRATICHN MAY RESULT IF COMMUNICATICN EETWEEN THE REACING
TEACHER AND THE HOMERCIM TEACHER IS INSUFFICIENT, AND THAT
THE FLAN MAY BE INEFFECTIVE IF ND FROVISICN IS MADE FOR
INDIVICUAL DIFFERENCES WITHIN THE READING GROUF. REFERENCES
ARE INCLUCED. THIS FAFER WAS FRESENTED AT THE INTERNATICNAL
READING ASSCCTATION CONFERENCE (SEATTLE, MAY 4-6, 1967). (RH)
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Ono of the most complex problear of Awnriean education sines the
ostablishuont of univeraal wublie schoo'lf’ has beon that of the grouning
‘; of pupils for raxirmg clucational benofits, One of the most ponular plans
that has beon ?r‘vanr'ed for fulfilling this n2od hns boen thatl of intorgreodo

ability £ ousing of children in tho niddlo grades for rcading anstruction,

This plzn, povularly called “The Jovlin Plan," hes achieved nationzl ation-
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tion marticularly during the past fiftoen years at Joplin, Missouri end
othor citios vhero the plan has besn instituted, ‘

The purpose of this pavor is %o provide (1) a Leiof outline of his.
torical movements vhich 1led up to tho ostablishuent of the phn as it is
known todays (2) a complote doseription of the plan cs 4% s uscd in Joplin®

(3) a survoy of various studios which have caployed tho uso of this typo of
y plo

] groupinz: () & discussion of the advantages end possible limitations of the
F pleng and (5) & sumaary of the total presentation,

|

E ' Historical Background

| Ons of the first attcmn’cé %o solve tho problexs of tho individual

l noeds of pupils was the use of the "ionitorial Systen® which had i%s origin
in Englerd vhare teachors regularly instructed wo 4o 100 vuplls with sem2ller
groups taucht by tutors, lLater, American writors such as lcCuffey and othars

= suthored clearly dofinod scrios of classroom matorials designsd for and

! taught on distinel grads levels, Taring tha early vart of the ninsteenth

| contury, rost public elementary echools weoro organized by levols or grodos
from onn to oight and punils were grouned in accozﬂanco 1ith their &bility

to roet grade standards, As individval intelli snca {asts and other instrue

ments vore develop2d 4n the early 1990%'s, it boeiwmo readily aprarent on the
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mr’t.'oi‘ eCntnistrators and teachors that & vide vrenzo of rentzl and ecaderite
etilitios existed 4n the typical ho"cerogcmfms classroom, Puplls vera found
Lo Lo vastly differont in giowth n.uca, itw'lllgmra, socio~ocnuouic back.
grounds, and omotiondl dovolopmant, FPecauss of thess findings, thero vias a
vary distinet iuvore Mon genarated armonz Leachors and adainistralsvs that
grouning of children for varicus instructicnnl pur-msea vas vital, School
officials bogan eccordingly to formmlate different grousing plan

Nna of tho first cchosl systens to mako uso of an intorzeade grouving
plan was th2 Defroit, Hichigan Public Scheols in 1928 vhen different s’c.v.diae‘:
waro conducted with tho use of the vertical geouping plan, an adaptztion of
the original Dotroit XYZ plan (14:279), Under this procedure, puvils from
various grade soctions with similar intolligence lovels woio groupad for
instractional purpsses,

Tho San PFraneisco Schools instituted vhat ws knowm as the “circeling®
plan in tha 1930%'s, CUnder the “ciralinz™ plan, cﬁrwm pupils in grades
four, five, and six woro placed in rezding classos on the basis of ability,
regardless of their homoroonm grade classification, By 1945 the plan had
been diseontinued in wiany schools, since thora appeored to be somo doubl
fthat tho plan was moro advantageous th:m otheor curiicular patterns,

Tae intergrade avility grouning of children for rezding instraction
vas initiatsd in fowr olommntary sé’nools of Joplin, Fissouri in 1954 and
sinca that tius a1l of ths public elementary schools in tho city have insti-
tuted tho plan es a part of tho Anstructional progran,  Various schosl
officinls froa all scetions of the United States have 4nvestigatod the

advaninges and limitations of the plan as a result of articles which have

appsared in tha Saturdav Bvening Post (16) snd the Rlamentary School Jouranl

(3) (5). Sines 195%, a nwhor of rasearch studies hava boen commloted vhich

bavs tron deslignad €9 reverl the general offoctivensss of tho Jonlin Plan




in different oehaole, L roview of scveral of thoco a’ctxriies‘in dncluded 4n
enother ceetion of this yapos,
Dosceripltion of tha Joplin Mean

Sevorcl school systens avs in tho procoss of using variations of the
plen for grouping for reading instruction as it 45 uscd 4n Joplin, Tho
doscription whtch follows applies o the procodures walch have btoen obsowrved
by tho witor 4n his visits in varicus Joplin schoole, Additdonal inforzation
has been gained throuzh intorvicus 14th Fo, Cooil Floyd, Asslatant Suporinten.
dent of Scliools and tho vaydous orincipals snd calected teachers §n the
school syston,

Tho orranisation of instructionnl. Froums

Poor the cloce of cach school yoar, tho princinel ond 'teac!mrs of
grados b, 5, end 6 of cach elezentary school 4n Joplin conduct ono or rora
conferoncas at which tins tho pupid parsonnsl for cach of tha reading groups
which vepzocont 1=$ac'-ing lovels frem thres thwough eight for the folloving
Septeubor ero tontatively arranged, Thoso groupings are bagsd pirl arily on
6cores fron 4~r5ading echiovenont tcs’cs' vhiich havo toon administered at tho
cloco of the year with particuler attention given to the resding levol of cach
pupil as refloctcd by thoso tests, Additiona) eonsideration 4s given to each
pupilts score on group intelligenco tests as wall 8o teackor Sudg:ent of
gonoial social and omotional factors and the ncadente status of inddvidual
vupile in othor contont srzas, Fupils vho ere now to the varlous schools
ere genorally glvon on infornal raading dnventosy and & veading echisvonent
test, Flaccaont 4s basod on {ho yosults of thoso tosts elonz with the
pz*ofez;sional Judgmont of tho building principal,

A rumber of practicss are followed in addition to tha procodiros oute

1inad previously, I fourth grods pupils are placsd 4n soventh ond eighth




lcvel clusses even though exrtain pmﬂils may denoansvrsto thility Co perfora

et thoso devels, ®leadonic prossurs” appoers W ba oo groat f fovrth
geade puplils in tho upper reading levol clasazs, An addition2) veaswm for

this practico is tho feeling that tho mnjority of the oldor pupils 4n the
eixth prads heve had exporionces which the everago fourth grade pupil has
not encowntored, Tae grouns are kept flexibls at 811 ties; end 21l teoc
in consuliziion vith thoe prineipal, aro inctructed 4o move purils fron ons
group to another if such a transfor geems to bs in the bost interost of
given puplls,

Ivon thiough this tyye of grouping avrangenment is uwd in a1l schools
in Joplin, 4t spniares $o bo moro offective in tho lavgor buildings vhere at
Jeast four to six teachors can ke involvod in the vrogran,

In butldings whero Omrs aeve twn fourth grade teachors, two fifth grade
teachors, and 4w sizth grade teachers, it is porssible ‘Lo ¢stoblich si.:r:
reading lovol classes frm third through oight. Under this arrangzement each
teacher is res pon sible for 2 singlé reading ievel elags during o glven roade
ing pariod, whoreoas 4n bulldings tvhoro thero are es few as threo teachors
for the middlo Agrados, 4t 4s necessary for oach %teachor 4o instruct as mony
86 ti» reading lovel classes during a rezding period, Teachers are oficn
essigned to teach reading levol classes othor than at the grade lovel of
their homoroon, e will occasionally find & sixth grede tezchior who hos
been assiganod a fourth lovel class, vhile & fourth grade teacher has o sixth
lovol class assipnment, Sines there 4s & feolinz that all of tho toachors
shovld bo acquainted with tho ekills and abilities vhich ere faunght at the
various roading levels, teachors ore frecuently transforred from ons level

teaching essipnnont to anather frow yoar to yeeor,

l)’
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The materiols and ncthiods used in the prosram

SSdred

The adninistrutive officials of the Joplin schools beliove that o
sound doveloprentel reading program is based on the use of basal reading
meteriols, A modarn séries has been car-af‘ﬁlly constructed to provide &
sequential developuent of reading skills, A nuthzr of leading series of
bzsal readers are available for uss in the progran, Tﬁa series used in
any particular class in any given building 15 based on +us teacherts por.-
sonal preference with the approval of the school acministrators, Care is
aken fo eolect waterials which have not bsen used by any of the pupils at
eny previous grade level, Sincé large numbers of books from many serics
are clrculated throughout tho system on the hasis of need, Fach princinzl is
asked to keep very accurate reeords of the number of books for each level
fron given basal series vhich have been placed in his building, Duplicated
lists of the materials are made avajlable to the various princimals so books
and other aids may ho taken from building ¢o building as the necd arvises,
Workbooks aro not used in the middle grades oxcept by the teachar,
Thero 15 2 feoling that each teacher should prepare her owm practice sheots
vhich are to i)e used by the pupils in her class,

The recreatory reading period

A tventy-minvte recroatory reading period is scheduled daily in the
opposite half day from the reading level class, In one séhool, for example,
the reading level. elass is held 2t 10 o'elock each morning with the recreaw
tory reading nariod scheduled at 3 otelock in the afternoon, A1) pupils
remain in their homezrooms for the recreation period and ere not grouped
in any:nanner. Childron ars given a chanes to do wide re2ding on their
intorest and ability levels in a rolaxed atﬁosyhere. Since thare are no
central libraries in any of the elementary schools, a large numbsr of

ettractive and interesting liorary books eve provided in each room,




Sonz of those books aro intorchanged frc'v: roon €0 roou, A few schrol
officials borrow books from the vublic libyary for usco by the pupils,
Ilustea "c).vo of the kinds of baoks evailable in the voom 1ibraries ere the

Ansrican Ac’.vonmm Serdoss Amordenn Noritoemo € Seriass and the Childhnod of

Suds. M-&c.. Lo A8l PY

Famaus Amavieans Series, A larpgs porcontace of tha puvzlls participato in
tho lilssouri State Reading Circlo Progiarn,
The wacrestory reading veriod 4s an drivortant scgmont of tho totel
eading program since 4t provides & tine vhon all children, rozardless of
roading level, can coue togothor 4n & yelaxed situation and enjoy ronding

in nany different arveas,

Tho wroceduras used for tho ricasureront of the punils?® roading achievonont

Several proceduros and tochniques such as informal reading inventorios,
standardized achiovemont tests, and tho 4nformal obsorvations of toachors
end principals are all ussd %o help detoraine the rcading achievemont levels
of pupils, A caroful invontory 4s made with resnsct to tho copotancy of
each puoll in such areas ags word attack, roading for different pury ses,
and suimarization of various roading uaterials,

A spocial. repsrt card has been constructed for uas with thoso pupils
vho aro involved in tho Joplin Plan, Ths four major sections of the cerd
are ontltled: "Oral Reading,” “Silont Rending," "ord Skills," and
"Hecreatory and Supplemantary Reading,® Soms of the ftems included in tho
“Oral Beading" ssction aros (1) reads vith easo end flicney at & satise
factoz*y rate on his yrosent lovels (2) reads oo €lotly with & tondoney to
onlt or substitute vords; (3) nceds moro training in projocting ths voics
in expressions and (4) has & tendency to read too ranidly, omits o» misoro-

nountos wmnds and tends to imore wunctuation 1nATES,

T P




Tho coction dealing uvith ”Sile;at Reading" contains sous of tho followe
ing dtenss (1) roads et e satisfactory rate with Heaning end understanding
on his prazont lovels (2) has mado definito irprovement 4n ability to
fcma:qbcr end relato tvhat has boon vaads (3) has difficulty in copcan‘tratizxg
in silent rending t:‘;'xicﬁ causes rather poor wnderstunding: (%) riceds %o adjust
rate of silent reading to type of ratorisl béing roads and (5) has soro
Aifficulty in statinz vain ddens of a varagraph or article end in Sntorpret.
ing fwplicd vicanings, .

Tha "ord Sk111ls® portion liste several of tho followinz notations
(1) has a woll Covelopad undorstanding of and is eble 4o use wsst skills w
vhich apply o word éttac’.c on his presant lovels (2) has 4oo great a tonde
onty 4o puoss at wards instoad of using word skills which have beon learmiod
(3) has 1011 dovaloped dictionary concopts and skills and wakes oxcollent
use of this knmlodess (&) ie naking nore ues of the dictionary, but still
naeds considerablo trainings end (5) is ecquiring the basie vocabulary necded
for his presont level,

Souo of tho senisnces entered in the "Recroatory end Supplegzntary
Readinz® eection arss (1) number of baoks road this nine weckss (2) doos a
large anount of reading with weaning and undorstonding on 2 variety of
subjzets;  (3) is showing greater intercst in independent readings (4) noeds
to read a groator variety of materials; (%) needz to develop wore interost
end spond mare timo in readings and (6) conld profit from using tha Public
Librayy mora frequontly,

Each reading level toacher is asked to placo 2 check boside those iicens
&n oach ayeca wilch applins to given students, Thore 4s also a placs for
teachor eoumsnts ond suirastions, | .

Recent Studles Involving Intergenda Grouning for Roading Instruction

Shortly afier the ariicls by Floyd (5), & nwor of schosl officials

.




etarted to exporimont with the Jop’tin plan of grouping 'fm thoir regpeciivo
schools, Several significant studles have boea rensriod 4n differsnt .
Jourrals and sro susnarized in the folloving scotion,

L study was corproked in 1958 et tho Purke Fleno y Seliol in Chieago
and rosorted by Rernard (1), Trupils in grades six, seven, and eichl wors
placed in varions reading classos ce.ch.sc’.ml yoay on the basis of reading
ach:levormnt as raflected by the rosults of standardized tests, According
to boraard, the usdlan yeading scoro of tho graduates of the school wont
from 6.3 to 8.3 during the throo yoars tho grouping plan was in operation,
Tha investigator 2lso rcported that tho toachers wore part_ieulaﬂy pleased
vith the procedurns becauss oven the slow childran mado goo’:! vrograss and
gorso pupils vho had beon difficult bohavior problans shiswed roticeable
1mpr§vez~.ont. |

An a2dditional 4rwvostigation which shwod favorablo results for this
typs of grouping vas ona reported by Hart in 1959 (6), The faculty of an
Orogon olery sntary school mado a vory careful analysis of the echiovenent
tost rosults of %ho punils &n the niddle grades end discoverad a very wide
range of reading achiovonent in ovidence, Tho staff and prineipal devised
& plan vheraby cach of ths nino teachers would assuwe tho rasponsibility for
one or ¢ of the instructionsl groups for o block of tiuo, oighty-five
minutes in lenzth, at which tine tho teaching of languago arts, vooding,
epal;l.ing, wiriting, and ¥hg tsh was wdortaken for each of thoe ability grouw-
$ngs, The toacher for each group used tho developontal apnroach to tho

teacling of reading, An analysis of schicvanent e st resulis gave cvidenca

that tho o::v:erir sonbal grouns gairod epproximetoly ten months over tho vasulls

roristered by the punils using the convontionnl olan the provieus year, The

fnvestipator foit that the rosults of the stuldy of ffercd sons ovidenco for




thoatoe pereons vha have the feeling that, intergrade grouping for roring hag
soo nerit (6:231),
Morgon end Stucker (10) designsd en investiprotion in which the PULNSS
s Lo sco 4F tho Joplin plan of grouping for voading instruction wiuld
rosvlt in sisnificantiy suporier rosulis vhore thr' teachors had boon randon.
1y assigned to experimontal and eontrol groups, and vhoro sexy pathad,
rmoasured intelliponcs, and initial reading ability had been controllod,

Koty 3:32‘2;021 A va3irs of £ifth and cixth proda papils woro used os
subjeets, Alternzto foims of the 1/111?0"1»“&1‘“1“11 and Colifornia Achicve.
mant Teste wore used for pre and post tost purposos. The researchers con.
eluded tha‘b. the data from thas study sunvorted tho 4dea the.'t tho Joplin Plan
is & moro offoctive plan of grouning than the conventional plan follound in
self.contained classroons whore puplls have wido rancos of abilii oy in reading,

In enothor study, ¥enost L, Dominy, (4), Prineipaly Wost Main Fleuentary
échool, Lancaster, Toxas, found the rosults of his study wore similar %o
those of lorgan end Stuckor, (0)

During tho sacond weok of schoosl 4n tho fall of 1958, achicvomont tests
were glven o tho 273 punils in grades féur, fivey end six to doternine tho
reading ability lovel of cach pupil in voading, lina groups were fornad on
tho basis of tho test seoros with each of the nins teachers assuming the
toaching dutlos of & givan group for a fifty~four ninuto poriod vhich wuas
held during the saro tiwo in dhe rorning for ell sections, In oador to

capitalizo on the vide ranze of interssis of tha varlous stude Nts, many now

’

nat malu 10r9 purchased, .

Af’mz‘ four rponths, the averags roading gain for all grouns was 7,2

ronths with 113 pusils shouing an improromon ‘.t of elight ronths m‘ mre (L:25),




R:.:'f:::c.ay"s (12) stuldy which employed the use of the Joplin plan with pupils
n Yn;ah::par’c, Indlena was conduetnd from 1959 through 1959, During tho
o lod, tho investigator was intorested particularly in seains 1hat resuvlis
night b obtainzd ‘by using tho “Jonlin Plan" in 1o sclivols of difforent

glces,

Tho Stanford Achicvinont Tost wms adulinistered in éaz*ly October of
1955 and 1959 and tho rosults of ths 4instririant s usod as the basis for
divicding the fourth, fifth, and sixth geaws childron 4u 4o schiools 4nto
guvon difforont reading level celasses,

Achicveaent tost rosults indicated that the intorgrade grouping program
vias offectivo in yproducing expoeted r&ading gains ot all three grade levols,
The date from tho study reflectod the fact; howzvor, that 1;up_ils in the
u'opor intelligenco lovels profited ruch movre fron tho plan than did thoss in
tho lowor .intonigenco levels, The researchér roported that the responsas
of brth teachers and children to a sories of questions indicated 2 wnanimous

approval for the plan fron both groups,

In yot anothor study, Ranscy (13) cstablished thice groups of childeon

vio wero natched with rospoct to 2 musbor of varisbles and wore instructed
by theea toachors vhose abilitios woio thouzgﬁ{; to bo rolatively equal, Cno
teacher usad ths Joplin plan approach, ansthor tho insiividzxaiized mothad,
end the third followed the ennventional three gmups-xdt!xin;the-classroom
procodurz, Tho pupils in 211 of the groups perforiod 2t approxtumately tha
gern lovel, The invoztigator was of the oplnion that the teachor 4rmact on

an irdividunl group was of rore fuportancoe than ths maturo or kind of

grouping yprosodura crnloyed,
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Rothwock (15) concluded an eimilar sfuc‘egr in iePhorson, Keneas, 4n vhich
he coripared the edvantagos end linitations of thres wsthods of grouning for
reading fustruction: intergrade ebility groupinzg selfl..contsined elassroon
instructions and the individmnlized aoproach, The vasearchor uscd 186
gubjects vho woro onrolled in tho fourth end fifth grades, Vaterlals usod,
sizo of classos, socioweconomle background ¢f the pupils, and the experience
end fraining of pupils vero matchod as closely os possible, Tests A end B

of the jo:a Every Punil Tests of Pasie Skills rware used os pre end post

tosts, At the conclusion of tho study the invostigator moted that vhen
gond teachipg'ms done with appropriate materials and mherp children soroe
stimuletod, great improvemont ean vesult with any ono of the thres plans
stndied {15:235), '

‘Kierstead's (8) study in Orwoll, Vermont, in 1959 sho'.-rad‘results which
wors someuhat difforent firom thoso of the investigotors mentioned proviously.
Tvo groups of pupils from grades throo throuzh eight vore chosen 2s the
subjocts, Ona group was taught within tho regular classroon in small groups
while tho other pupils wore directed to reading claczraons on the basis of |
reading ability and toachor observation, rogardloss of grade lovel. Yhen
the study was corpleted, Kiorsioad veported that no significant differcnce
in reading comprohension and vocabulary skills w2s noted vhen the groups

wrs equated by tho composito scores of the Joxa Test of Basie Skills which

a8 adninistered to all children vho had particivated 4n the 4uvestigation,
As one conclusion of the study, the fnvestigator opined ihat ability grouping
did not removo the nzod for further atientlion to tho individual noeds of
pupils; Ho vas also of tho feoling that ability grouning s eccoptable to
both paronts and students Af the proper cor.-r:mnication is ostablished bot:oen

tha home amd the schnol,

| LRIC
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- One of tho nost rocent investigations was conducted by Carlson and
Thompson (2) in which a conparison wes made of tho amount of reading grouth
vnich 1as attained by 129 pupils in grades four, five, and siz vho constitu.
tsd an exparimental group using the Joplin Plan procadures and 121 pupils
in tho control group using ths conventional sithin cla'ss throec.zroup
epproach, Tho mean intelligoncos quotients for the pupils in tho exporinontal
end control grovps ware approxzimatsly the same, Altornats forms of the

California Readinz Test woro glven as pro and post tosts, Test rosults

indicated that pupils in both tho expsrimontal and control groups registorsd
gains of more than one ysar in reading vocabulary, reading compraiwnsion,
and total reading., The vast najority of the puplls and parents nﬁproved of
the plan and only thres parents of children in the oxpsrim;ntal group vantod
the Joplin Plan discontimuwd,

Pousll | selected two public elomontary schools in Indianapslis for a
study of tho effectivonoss of ths Joplin Plen (11), 0n2 schosl hed usad the
Joplin Flen for thrss and a half years and the other school had employad the
self.contained conventional typs of trithin- class grouping procedurs, Ths
16% pupils in tho Jorlin Plan school and the 207 pupils in the conventional
school vore oquated as nearly as possible with raspoct to socio-ocononmic
levol and montal ability, Ability of %cachers crployed and range of matore |
i2ls provided in the fx-ro schools wore similar, In late 1951 rumorous stande
ardized reading achievemont and mental ability tests wore administered,

Among othor thinzs, the findinzs of the Powoll study irdicated no
sigMificant differenco in achievement in reading, sp=1ling, arithmotic,
soclai studies, sciences, or in study skills, Powsll epplied 2 mumbor of
critical ratlos in the gtudy and on the bas.;ls of these applications con-
cluded thet the Joplin Plan was not as affectivo as the self-containad

apyroach,

PP
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Moorhouse (9) reported 2 study which vas undertaken 3in February, 1958
in two public elementary schools in Viyoming to deteraine if an intergrade
rouping procedure could result in higher pupil achievemont than when pupils
wera grouped by the conventional in-class grouping pian. Perlodic compar.
isons of achievement tﬁi"gﬁrlertaken at the end of one semester, three
semesters, and five semesters for the 189 pupils who .were involved in the
experimental group and the 189 pupils vho were included in the. control group,
There was no significant differen'ce batveen the expsrinental a;ad control
groups with respect to me.:an intelligence quotient, Analysis of covarianco
was employed to analyze the periodic test results ragzstered by all pupils
in the study, At the end of one semester the experinental group measured
twice the mean gain in readmg level over the control group'. At the con-
clusion of the five semestor interval, however, the oxperimental group did
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not show significant gains over the control group, Anong other ‘ﬂiﬁg‘s, the

researcher m that the advantages of the intergrade grouping procedure
nay not be adequate to initiate such a plan,
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The writor is avarc of a number of studies in the midwestern arsa
which have not baon roported in the literature, The t;asults of the vast
rajority of these investigations appoar to indicats that thers ars & number
of advantagos as well es liuitations ¢o tho plan, Those factors aroe dis.-
cuscod in the soction which follows,

Advantages of The _Plan

In l4ight of the coaclusions of tho studies vhich have been deseribed
previously along with tho obsorvations and roceaircen of tho writer, & nunbsr
of possible advantages might be claimsd for this mathod of grouping for
reading instruction, .

One of the chief advantagos appears to bo that tho pupils are placed
4n reading lovel classos wharo succéss is possible, (F&mstz"ation is gonere
a'ted‘ vhon pupils in the conventional class are forced to read in grade level
books whon, in fact, a given pupil's reaéing .1evel is two or moro grade
lovels boelow his actual' grade levol,) Nothing bracds sucesss like success,
and there appoars to bs ample evidence that this plan provides for this typé
of environnent, |

The teacher is able to concontrate hor efforts on one group of pupils
during & given rcading poriod and thus is abie to bs more thorouzh in her
approach, Vith tho use of the Joplin Plan she is able to give adequats tirme
to pronunciation and definition of now words, readiness for a story, silent
reading, oral reading, and follow-up ac‘;‘,ivities.

Tha writer has obssrved that the pupils at Jop]:in have an 4intense
intorest in reading and road en unusually large nurbor of library books, A
high percentago of thess children participate in tho activities of the
Missourl State Reading Circlo and read many books found in the public library,
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This plan of grouping chalicnges children to want ¢o dvmrove reading
skills and move ¢ tho next higher lovel, A fourth-grads child, for oxnmple,
foels & groat erount of pride end gatisfaction when he 48 abl~ ¢o particl.
p?to in o class vith sixth grado pupils,

Tho siudics of Burnard (1), Fart (6), Morgan and Stuckor (10), and
Remsey (11) appear to glve ovidence that pupils oxhibit a high achicvement
Jovel in reading whon tho Joplin Plan is emloyed, Tho writer's (3) invesie
$gation of tho plan in Joplin, ravesled that roading schiovemant in €
solected schools excocded grado cxpactancy by an average of 1.88 grade
lovels 4n Grade U3 1,98 g;'ado Jevols in Grade 53 and 2,06 g‘rade lovels 4in
Grade 6,

Parents appesr to epprove of the plan as suggosted by thq articles
written by Carson and Thompson (2) and the author (3). Among the advantagos
given by Joplin parents for ths approvel of the plan included “challenges
child to read betier," "pormits child to achieve at & hié;h level," Ypormits
child to work at his own reading level and achicvo succoss,” end Yiakes core
of '1ndiv°idual diffovences erong childron and allows the teachor to extend
mnaxivma help‘ to tho pupils,®

Tho ranco of reading achiovemont lovols vith which cach toacher is
concernsd 18 narro: :ed mtoriaa...y throush tho use of this plan, In soms cases
4% may bo possible {o narroy the range by &s meny as four lovels,

The magnitude of oach of the esdvantages rientioned previously is detor-
mined to 2 groat dogroe by the emount of care zeken to introducs this mathod
of grouping into & particulaer school systen, - Maximum advantagos may well
resul‘tb 4f tho adninistrative officials move doliborately end linas of

ce -mnlcatlion are kept opsn emong teachers, parents, end adninistrators,




The plsn must bo carefully explained end introduced only after a wille
ing and open.rinded attitude is established arnong those who have rasponsi.
bilities for oxecuting the dotails of the vardous procedures,

Linitations of Tho Plan o

Tho Livitatisas of the plan may bo of a very winor or a very serious
nature,‘dapending upen how the procodurcs are executed by teaéhers and
administrators, | |

Soclal prossuros among a fow children may be an inheront part of a
grouning structurc of this {ygce, Tho possibili of a large sixth grade
child rosonting boing vlaczd in a class with a small fourth grade child
oxists in varying dogrees; ho“vver, the observations of ths vriter wvould
appear to suggost that social procsures ave not ulgnificant sinca roat
pupils are nora concornad with succoass and achievement then thej ers with
social success or failuro,

There 45 a danger of leck of coizmunieation botieen the reading teacher
and the classroom teacher, Unlesss there 4s constant dialogue between these
two teachers, lack of intogration in a given child's acadcmic progran riay
well result, .

Some tonchers using the plan may well b; 1ulled into thinking that
they are instmucting a "howogencous"” group and that further difﬂerentﬁtion
of instruction is not urgent or neoded. Teachers should keep 4n mind that
the grouping procedures reroly’narrou'the rango of reading abilities pros.
ent and doos not in any vay nsgale thesir rosponsibilities for furthor
dividing for adddtional instruction in various siill areas,

The Joplin plan of grouping for readipg instruction 1s ona of the most

significant advances in attompting to maot the needs of children in roading
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Instruction, The advantages of the plan avpsar {o outweigh tho limitations,

particularly when the proeaduves are introduced in a careful, systomatic

manner into a given school systen,




Sumaary

Cross 'grar]c grouping, more pemlarly called “The Joplin Plan," has
been used in Joplin, Fissouri and many other citios with varying resulis,
Children in the niddlo grades ave tynlcally grouvned for rcading on the
basis of scoros from reading achievament tosts 2long with thoe observation
of tho homoroom teachers, In mnst instonces basal reading matorials aro
usod in e dovolonasntal reading context,
| The plan i norely a wathod of géouning emz;loyad in order to narrow
the range of reading - “ilities and thus allow tho teacher MoTo time %o
concentrate on tho nseds of pupils vhose reoading strenzths end linitations
aro similar in nature, Ono must remember, houover, that tho groups are
nat to be thought of as being homogeneous in nature., Even with the use of
this plan, additional vrovision rmst be rmade for the individual limitations
of the pupils,

There are a number of advantagee which may be fealized from the plan of
grouping., Pupils are placod at roading levels vhere success nay be realized,
Reading instruction is given 2 nov emmhasls and teacher epncar to be stim.
lated to perform at highsr levels of .off'iciency with the use of the »lan,
The results of the studies scem to indicate that reading achicvoment as
" measured by standardized tests may bz inereased by using the grouning proe
codures, Parents scem to approve the plan if caraful lines of communication
have boen established between the home and school,

Some limitatinns may result from the use of the plan, A degree of social
pressure may result when fourth grade end sixth grade punils are placed 4n

the same class, Unless caroful attention 45 glvon to regular Jiscussions

botizen the homaroom end reading teacher, a lack of acaderic integration ma
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well result, éLalﬁﬁﬁé ﬁust remexber that even with this typs of grouping,

further provision nust be made for the individwal reading needs of the

different pupils in Lsr cirassroom,
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